   

 

Minn
[image: image1.png]TEAM




Minnesota Women’s Sailing Team 

2010 Annual Member Contract


Congratulations on deciding to join the Minnesota Women’s Sailing Team (MWST)! You are joining a team devoted to promoting women in the sport of sailing and sailboat racing. This contract outlines the benefits of annual team membership, as well as the minimum expectations MWST sets forth for all annual team members. Please sign this contract and return it to the Secretary indicating your understanding and acceptance of the benefits and           expectations listed below. 

I understand that I will receive the following benefits as an active annual member of MWST and that I will have opportunities for education, racing, camaraderie, leadership, and boat ownership:

I.
Education
a. MWST will meet members at their current sailing ability level – whether novice, intermediate, or advanced – with the goal of building upon and improving their sailing skills.

b. MWST will provide members with a supportive, non-competitive learning environment.

c. Members will have access to free or reduced rate sailing lessons and workshops that MWST sponsors, and are encouraged to attend as many as their schedules allow. Lesson instructors include both skilled sailors on the team as well as outside guests with exceptional experience at the local, regional, and national levels. 

d. Members can expect to gain knowledge and confidence in their sailing skills through a variety of activities both on and off the water.

e. Members can expect recognition for improvement in their sailing knowledge and abilities.

II. 
Racing

a. MWST is committed to providing interested members with opportunities to learn about all aspects of sailboat racing, including boat handling, teamwork, rules, and tactics.

b. Members can compete in races and represent MWST in Wayzata Yacht Club (WYC) events throughout the sailing season. 

c. MWST provides members with the chance to attend national and international regattas.

d. Members are encouraged to set and achieve personal and team sailboat racing goals. 

III.
Camaraderie 
a. Members will meet other women from a variety of backgrounds who all share a passion for sailing and life on the water.

b. In addition to sailing, members have opportunities for interactions off the water through socials and team building activities. 

c. MWST will provide members with an introduction to the WYC sailing community.

IV. 
Leadership

a. MWST provides an open environment where members can present ideas and influence the direction of the team and its activities.

b. Members have numerous opportunities to develop their leadership skills, including joining the executive board.

c. Members can learn how to drive a J22 and develop their capacity as skippers.
V. 
Boat Ownership

a. Members gain boat ownership experience and benefit from sharing the associated responsibilities. 

b. Membership dues and corporate sponsorships cover the financial obligations, and members equitably split the time needed for routine maintenance, major repairs, and boat transport and storage.

As an active annual member of MWST, I understand that I agree to commit to the team, become a paying member, conduct myself appropriately, and follow team policies:   

I. Membership Commitment 

a. It takes a collective effort to keep the team functioning. Members are expected to be active on one committee (boat maintenance, training, fundraising, social, merchandise, website/public relations, membership, or racing).

b. Members are expected to stay apprised of team activities and goals and to attend at least one of the biannual team meetings (either summer or winter).

c. Members should plan to attend either boat lift-in day or boat lift-out day. 

d. Members should attend one boat maintenance day per year.

e. Members are expected to show support for the team by participating in a minimum of two team endeavors each year. Such endeavors include fundraisers, team promotions, member recruitment, and MWST-sponsored seminars.

f. MWST members are expected to support the WYC community and its various activities, especially those of the J22 fleet.

II. Become a Paying Member

a. MWST

i. Members pay annual dues of $200.  For returning members, the first payment is due on February 1.  Payment may be made in full at that time, or split into equal $100 payments with the second due on July 1. 

ii. Students are eligible for the student rate of $150.

iii. Members joining after August 1 will make a single payment of $100.  

iv. Alternative payment options may be discussed with the MWST board.  

b. WYC

i. Members, who participate in club races with MWST or any other WYC boat, will purchase a Crew Membership from WYC ($95).

ii. Returning MWST racers will observe the annual WYC membership deadline.

iii. Members posting and/or displaying for public viewing any MWST sticker, will purchase a WYC Crew Membership.

III. Conduct

a. Members will exhibit sportswomen-like conduct while racing on MWST and other WYC boats, at MWST and WYC hosted and/or sponsored events, as well as on the WYC premises. 

b. Members are expected to conduct themselves in a respectable manner and abide by all MWST and WYC policies.

c. The MWST executive board reviews conduct complaints on a case-by-case basis, and future membership status could be affected if a member’s conduct damages the MWST reputation.

IV. Policies

a. Email is the primary form of communication for team announcements and scheduling.  Members are responsible for staying up-to-date.

b. Racing members will subscribe to the WYC J/22 list serve.

c. Signing up for a lesson or race is a commitment.  If a member cannot attend after signing up, that member is responsible for notifying the instructor and/or finding replacement crew.

d. Boat maintenance problems or broken equipment will be reported immediately to the Commodore or Boat Maintenance committee.

e. Only MWST- approved skippers may take the boat out. The executive board determines approval based on a skills assessment.

f. Personal trips on the MWST boat must be cleared in advance with the Commodore.

Print Name_____________________________________________


    
_

Signature________________________________________________
Date_________________
THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION IS FOR MWST BOARD USE ONLY.  THE MWST BOARD WILL NOT SHARE ANY INFORMATION YOU PROVIDE WITHOUT FIRST OBTAINING YOUR EXPRESS WRITTEN CONSENT.

PLEASE CONTACT THE COMMODORE OR VICE COMMODORE WITH ANY QUESTIONS.
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Safety Information

Please describe your swimming experience and ability: 
Please describe any medication allergies or pre-existing medical conditions that you would like MWST to be aware of: ​​
v.2 ~ 04102010
v.1 ~ 04182007


